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Nationals Get Batting Practice Slump in Hitting DesperateBaker May Return

GRIFFITH PUTS TEAM

THROUGHHARDWORK

AT WHITEPOX PARK

Day Off Gives No Rest for Players

As They Get Long Practice At

Batting Boehling Slated

to Pitch Tomorrow

Against Chicago

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.
CHICAGO ,May 10. The Griffmen discovered on their arrival here

today that a severe course of sprouts was awaiting them. As soon as
they had digested their breakfn-s-t the whole outfit was taken to the
White Sox park and put through a two-ho- ur batting drill.

Hopper, Engel, Harper, Bentley, and Ayere were used on the rubber,
and each was ordered to use all he had in the way of pitching puzzles,
Manager Griffith was in active charge of the practice, and did not spare
the feeling of any of his players.

"We've got to get started right here in Chicago," he exclaimed,
"or well go home on a shutter, I'm sick and tired of wasting the best
pitchers in the league."

The Griffmen returned to their hotel
for lunch a tired lot. The afternoon
wm spent loafing around on the beach
by most of them, though a few went
downtown to the movies. Jim Bcott
la acheduled to oppose TJoehllng tomor-
row In the first game of the series

"Unless the Griffmen begin to hit
more like a major league team,
tney are doomed to certain de-

feat here In the West, and are prac-
tically certain to leturn to a most lowly
position.

K they do go bai k to Washington
bulled lit the second d v islon. all Interest
will lade from the Cluo'a doings and a
bad financial season Is sure to follow.
Bo far six games have been played since
the toam left home and one lone vic
tory has resulted

Five games have been lost. Four of
thai Aittntn pan ho rhflrcrprl dirpctlv
to the lack of hitting on the part of the
(irittmen. The final name In Philadel
phia, went the wrong way because of a
sudden weakness in the field behind a
pitcher who was apparentlj tiring. Six-
teen games remain to be played heie In
the West, and the outlook is far from
cheerful.

Manager Griff does not know which
way to turn now He has repeatedly
shaken up his battle line, but has not
met with any success In doing so. Ho
ha pulled Rondeau out of the garden
and sent Hank Shanks back to his old
berth. No change for the better has
followed, and it begins to look more and
more as the days go on that the pres-
ent Hno-u- p is a rank failure. The Old
Fox. a fighter to the bitter end, hates
to admit this to be a tact, but the
time is coining soon when he will have
to do so, and make radical shifts in his
line-u- p.

Walter Johnson dropped that lone
battle to the Tigers in Detroit, 1 to 0.

It was partly his fault and partly
the fault of his weak-hi- tt ng team
mates. Jean Dubuc must not lose any
of the ciedlt due him. He pitched tine
ball, using excellent head work und u
change ot pace that had the GrlfTtnen
powerless to make any headway ugaln.u
It. The official paid attendance was
13,057, so the club made some money out
of its trip from I'll ladelphia. But from
an artistic standpoint the contest was
wretched.

Johnson looked to be In peifcct con-
dition, and the diizzlc that fell at In-

tervals did not effect him in the least.
Illi nnntrnl w.ns not the best, though,
aji he passed five man. One of these j

scored the only tally been duiing tno
the afternoon. In that Inning the
TlKers managed to start light, and
then bunch tneir outs to the best ad-
vantage.

Baker, the big catcher, came up first
and took four balls Jean Dubuc hit a
hard one down over first base. Chick
Gandll hardl gett ng the tips of his
fingers on It. Baker streaked it for
third, arriving safely. Johnson put on
all he had and tossed out Bush, hut he
could not prevent Oscar Vltt from pol-

ing a long sacrifice fly to Shanks. That
let Baker score, and the victory fini-
shed.

Walter Johnson made a wonderfu' at-
tempt to tie up the tally by himself
In the eighth Inning, but failed because
Ty Cobb Is a marvelous player. With
two pinch hitters down and out. John-
son caught one to his liking and sent
It high In tho air out toward the fence
ii center field Few lmag'ned Cobb
could ever reach it. but he did. The
Georgian was out like a deor, and
caught J.he ball almost with his back
agalnsthe fence. Had ho missed it
Johnson would easllv have i cached
third base, and tho result of the engage-

ment might have been different

ftnlv three Griffmen reached first base
and one of these got there an ei ror
hv Jacobson, the mountainous fir3t
sackor of the Tigers. Milan walked to
start the second Inning and managed to
work his wa around to tli'rd. but he
was stranded there In the fourth M-

ilan singled to Hunt, only to be forced
for the thlid dMith by Gandll McBride
cot a lite when Jacobson dumped Bush s

low peg I" tllP f,fth- - At ft" ,nei" timeB
the Griffmen merely went thiough the
motions.

8am Ci aw ford pounded out tluce hits
during the batlli and whs loudly cheer-
ed bv the big for his good work
with the fluii nltei Johnsons best
had no tenors for the veteran slugger.

Bush came close to scoring In the first
Inning on a dmiblc steal He might
have succeeded bu foi the speedv re-

turn of Alnsmlth to Ji.hns.rm The big
lltcher ran down the n.ldgci Tiger, anu
a run was h )kcd off

In tho fourth with one down Crawford
singled and then died stealing. Veach
followsd with a fiee ticket, und Kav-anaug- h

scrauhed a hit past McBride.
Johnson was in trouble then, but Mor-
gan pulled him out by tin owing out
Jacobson

Crawford, in the sixth and Cnbb In
the eighth led off with hard blugles
only to bo left b the innlillt'y of thojtu
following to solve Johnsuii'i deliver)

Tommv Connolly Georgetown s Mar
bitter. Is expected to report heie lu.

Ad Uis chances are that tie will be

placed in tho line-u- p bctoie the team
leaves the Windy City. It will be neces-
sary for him to iearn tho signs used by
the other platers before he can get Into
the Une-u- p, but It will not take much
time for him to pick them up. Whether
he will be used in the outfield or the
Infield cannot be said, but he Is 'almost
certain to get Into a game against the
White Sox.

"Unless hd Is pretty much of &

bloomer, Connolly ought to be able to
hit well enough to hold a Job with this
team," said Manager Griffith, In a low-spiri-

fashion today. "I can't say Just
how toon ho will get Into the game, but
I'm not going to keep him on the bench
with niv team going as poorly as It '.

now. We've Just got to do something or
drop out of tho running.'

Connolly's fine work for the Hl'ltop-per- s

all spring against all kinds of
pitching has not escaped the notice of
the Old Fox- - Mike Kahoc has spent
ninny hours watching him In action at
Georgetown, and tho prize scout insists
that Connolb has a chance to make
good with a malor league ball team.
Connolly made a good Impression upon
Griff In that opening exhibition game at
Georgia avenue thlB spring, and It was
largelv because of that game that he
rArflvni1 n ftinnon In nlnv wIMi tliA flrlft- - '

men
Today the Griffmen have a vacation,

though It will haidly do them much
good. What they really need Is moro
work. They will hardly Increase their
hitting strength sitting around hotel
lobbies. Tomorrow they open a four
game series with the White Sox, leav-
ing here Saturday night for St. Louis
where they will open another four
Fmmtt flrlo nAV Qiinilttt ITia.. n.111
be an off day throughout tho Amerl- - J

can league and will be used ror play-
ing off any game postponed because
of rain

Just what his line-u- p tomorrow will
be the Old Fox cannot say. He makes i
up one mentally every morning andchanges it before noon. By tomorrow
he may break up his entire battle line,
substituting several bench warmers
for those regulars who have beentearing holes In the atmosphere with
three wild swings or shattering clouds
with high files. Rlppy Williams. Mer-it- o

Acosta, and Douglass Neff arepossibilities In tomorrow's line-u- p of
tho Griffmen.

Baseball interest is at a fever heat
In the West, and even though the
Griffmen lose a majority of theirgames, they are sure to attract a lotof money to the gate. Aside from theopening game In Washington, the big-
gest crowd of the season gathered to
sea the Griffmen play witnessed yes-terdn-

game In Detroit when 13,057 '

lined into the stands at Navln Field.
For the last twenty-fiv- e innings now

the Griffmen have failed to push over
a run behind Walter Johnson. Thebig fellow li pitching good ball, but
his support Is worse than nothing at
all with the bat. However, he takes
It philosophically. "The hovs can't
hit all the time." said he today.
"They 11 soon begin to get hold of theball and then we'll win some ballgames But I'll admit that It is sort
of tough to pitch your head off and
have your own team get one hit be-
hind you. It's all In the game, though,
so I'm not kicking."

NATIONAIS DETROIT.
AB.II.O A.E AB.H.O.A.EMwllfr rf Bush EB 0

Foater.oh. Vltt. 3b 0 0
thanks If I'ohb.cf. . i :
Milan rf . O ford rf 3 3
nanill.ll Veaih.lf. 0 3
MorRan.il Kav ith.Ib 1 2
Alnsmlth r Jac'snn.lb 014
Moltrida.ss JJaKer.e.. , 0 2
Johnson, p Dubucp 1 0
Wil'ms.i.
AcoMn Totals 27 6 27 13 1

Xeff.ss

Totals 23 1 H 1J G

Batter for Alnsmlth In the Hffhlh
"Batted for McDrlde In the eighth.

Washington 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0--0
Detroit 0 0 0 0 0 10 0- -1

Run Baker. Stolen bases-Ru- sh (I), Cnbb.
Bssrn on balls Off Johnson, 6: off Dubuc, 1

Htrurk nut Ry Johnson, 8, by Dubuc. 2.
Enrned rcn-O- ff Johnson 1. Sacrifice hit
C nil fll I Kairlflee fly Vltt Left on bases
Washington, 3. Detroit 8 rirs' nasi on
errors- - Washington 1. I'mplres -- Messrs

and Nallln Time of gam 1 hour and
37 minutes.

Big League Biffers
Of a Day.

A.B. H. T.B. Pet
Crawford, IgcrB 4 3 3 .750
Leach, Reds 4 3 3 .760
E. Collins, W.Sox 3 2 3 .G67
Russell, W. Sox.. 3 2 2 .667
Pratt. Browns... 3 2 2 .667
Groh, Reds 3 2 2 .667
Hinchmnn, Pirates 5 3 6 .600
Herzog, Reds 2 1 3 .500
Daly, White Sox 2 1 1 .500
Milan, Griffs 2 1 1 .600
Ivlclnnis, Macks.. 4 2 2 .500
Viox, Pirates.... 5 2 2 .400

nr-- 1

SOMETHING ON HARPER

.a'aaTaaaHafeM'aHBafeTVriF'SHSasAflaaaaVaaaaBaaHawVaaHKkTl

v.1 jSa4iiP4HaafeaaVaaaaF

By "BUGS" BAER.
When Paul Swan claimed to be the most beautiful man in tho

world, there was no one to dispute him, as Rollio Zeidcrhad jumped to
the Feds, bunions and all, and Ping Bodie had flowed uphill over the
Rockies into the Pacific League. It looked as if Paul was going to
get away with his rough stuff until we happened to catch Harry Har-

per in a particularly cherubic mood.

If Harry were as steady as he is beautiful, he would top tho Ameri-
can League standings this season, and for many seasons to come. How-

ever, what Harry lacks in control, he makes up in personal pulchritude.
If he could only locate the plate with those beautiful lamps of his, all
would be as merry as a morn in June.

C01ITTEE SLICESHE i N F ORD

BATTLE AT ARDMORE

Intercity Affair on at Maryland

Club Next Monday With

Three Bouts.

The boxing show which will be held
at the Maryland Athletic and Soctal
Club on next Monday night will be
an Intercity affair. Krank Hunter, who
was slated to battle Karl Herr In the
main bout, which will be the first
twenty-roun- d affair ever held In this
vicinity, cannot take on the fast local
welterweight, and Toung Sam kang-for- d,

who has been going at top rate
of speed lately, will be substituted

I.angford Is the best known welter-
weight In Baltimore, and numbers
among the top notch ring artists In this
class. Ho has fought In twenty or
more battles of fifteen rounds, and Is
not fearing the twenty-roun- d distance.
He claims to be In the best of con-
dition, and Is confident of handing the
local speed welterweight a trimming.
His record Is above the ordinary, and
the local followers of the fistic sport
are sure of witnessing a real fighter in
action when the Monumental City bat-
tler steps In the ring Monday night.

The second bout of the all-st- ar card
has not definitely been closed. Silent
Howard, the local m'dd'.owelght, stands
ready to battle any one In this class
that the cluh officials will produce. An
effort Is being made to match Toung
Herrman Miller, of Baltimore, with
Howard, but should this bout fall to
mater'allse. Charlie Egan will be book-
ed to go the fifteen-roun- d route with the
speedy lightweight, Terry McQraw, of
Baltimore

The opening bout, which will be for
a ten-rou- duration, has been e'osed,
and will have Kid Greek, the District
featherweight champion, meeting Jack
Kel'y, of Baltimore. This all-st- card
h the biggest entertainment yet at-
tempted bv the local promoters, and
should prove attractive to the local fol-
lowers of he game

fcT. LOl IS, Ma 10 If our dally al-

lowance as $U.20, and your office hours
from 10 to 11 a in., no boss find nothing
to do but hat a ball around the dia-
mond, would jou be a perturbed soul'.'

Would you lie awake at night and
stare Into the Inky blackness trying to
see what the future held for you?

Thlnl; It over again, boys! Office
hours from 10 to 11 a. m. ; no boss,
dally allowance $42.20, no sleep!

Think of the number of hod3 one
could carry to tho third floor between
S a. m and 4 p. m. on a union job for
$4 a day Think of all tho soup 12 20

would buj . How much popcorn It would
supply at a grammar school picnic!
And how many nickel beers! Perish
the thought, and pity the poor soul who
draws thut much dally und can't close
an eye ut niuht for worr.

Don t doubt but that there Is such
a man, foi he lives nlui Is none other
than Armando Cundldo Marnans, now
enmeshed in the legal tnngle whichspans the gap between organized and
outlaw baseball Marsnns Jumped the
Cincinnati team last year and played
soven gameB with the Terriers hefoiothey served nn Injunction suit on him
Since thou he has beon what random
knows as a bench wanner. Ho has pol-
ished the henih at the rate of ,,Vi0
a season now lu his second year

-
His duties at this date consist in re-

porting at Fed Park vvjillc FlMdor Jones
Is away and working from 10 to 11,
sometimes alone, sometimes with a few

QUALIFYING ROUND

Golfers With Handicap of Four

teen or Less Eligible for Dis -

trict Tournament.

Thre will be no qualifying round for
the geeond annual D'strlct champion-
ship golf tournament to be held at the

I Chevy Chase Golf Cluh June 2, 3, nnO
4, acrordlns to a committee In charge
of the affair. Players with a handicap
of 14 or less are eligible to compete,
and must have their entries In with
Alpheui Winter, care Chevy Chare
Club, before May SI

Members of the clubs constituting the
District of Columbia Oolf Association,
residing In or within thirty miles of
the Dlstrct of Columba for a porod of
at least three months In every year,
with club handicaps of 14 or les, are
the only playWrs eligible to compete for
the championship.

The tournament will be at match
play, na follows.

Wednesday afternoon, June 2 Pre
liminary rounds or bye mtche. prov'ded
there ate more than thirty-tw- o entries.

Thursday morning, June 3 First
rouna

Thursdaj afternoon, June 3 Second
round.

Friday morning. Juno 4 Third round.
Friday afternoon, June 4 Semifinal

round
Satu lay afternoon, June 5 Final

round, C6 holes.

White Sox Win.
ST. IXLTIS. May lO.-- The White Sox

drove Loudermlik from the mound yes-
terday, and three other hurlers failed to
ntop them. The score- -

R.H.E.
Chicago .. 000 000 123 8 1

St. Louis. ... 000 001 000 1 5 3

Batteries rtussII and Schalk and
Daly, Loudermlik, James, Baumgard-ne- r.

Hoch and Axnew.

crnsseaters Ho does this to keep In
shape. He'll have to do It for 151 days
dining which time he cams his princely
salar of $6,500. But is he happy?
Never.

"I no Ilka this business." said he
estcidnv at Fed Park. "I didn't Jump

for money. Once that fellow Madison,
of Kansas Cltj , tome to me In Clncy
and sny: 'Mai sans, I give jou these
seven $1,000 bills to Jump I get $4.2!)
then: but I say no, I won't Jump.

"Herrmann, he Ilka mc like the fans
do, too. But Herzog, he keep after me,
always making kick about my work.
One day he say. Marsans, u laying
down' I cant stand that So I quit
1 came here and got less monej than
Kansas City pay, but I be fair with
these peoplo and they treat me line
Ball, he's line fellow. So Is Stlfel, too
I hate to take their money and no play

"I he other dnv I go to Ball and say.
'I'm tiied of taking jour monov Let
me Join Cardinals and I com back il
JiulRe snVM so I want to plaj ball ' Hut
Ball he sav. Tin no kicking about jour
money, ain I?' so what am I gbnna do?
Jess situ here and do nothing. I guess,
because I enn't leave square fellows like
these. like to go back now to tli
Tteds and play ball, even after what
Herzotr said, becauso 1 like baseball
first, but never will I quit these people
They'ie too squr 1 no sleep at night.
Just think and think I say to m.vself.
what if Keds lose and noliodj wants
me' It worries me when i think I
mlcht not nlay ball never again Some.

i Units 1 get leek"

Wood-Polish- er Marsans
Draws $42.20 Each Day

MINCE PIE
"LITTLE OF EVERYTHING'

By "BUGS" BAER.

Trinitrotoluene.
They ay lhat trinitrotoluene willcu .J1" awful explosion. In fact, theonly tfilng that can beat It Is a rancid

decision by tho utnps.

Branch Rickey is not discoursedt all. Ho claims the club that
cops the pennant will have to beat
out his team by at least seven places.

Shake 'Em Up!
After $hakinp up all the bateball writ-e- n,

after ahaMtxg tip all the umpire,uier thaklng up all the aroundkeeper$;
O. Orfn at latt realltea that It's theteam uihtch requlret the treatment.

From what wo can (Igure of thesituation, Ollle 'Chill Is the mil
L'.'.n 1.. ",e American league,

w he oil Klem Is the Olllo Chill
of the National circuit.

RtfCDUW

"The team is
going like a house
on fire. Like an
asbestos house."

Eggsgp g BE g: IS

Kenny Kauff claims he U alter than
Cobb, nnrf the facts prove it. Benny
galloped through the big league in four-
teen seconds, tohile TV hasn't been able
to do it fu years and years

Although Manager Herzog isn't
winning any pennants, he is show-

ing his managerial acumen more
and more each day. He wasn't on

the Lusitnnia.

From lsst reports, the good ship St.
Looey was resting easily on the bottom.

Short Story.
Chapter 1 Pick
Chapter 2 Ax.

League Standing
AMERICAN LEAGUE.

Standing of Clubs.
--Today-,

Won. Lost. Pet. Win. Lose.
Detroit .70S .no .sso
New York ... . C67 .&S5

j v ui'nfcu 9 .COS 625
Domon .. 8 500 .o29 .471
t'levelund 12 45 .478 .435
tVASMIN'TON 11 4VI .478 !

Athletic 13 XA .3J1 v I

fit. Louis 17 21 202 250

Tomorrow's Games.
Warhlngton at Chicago

Boston at Detroit.
New York at Cleveland

Philadelphia at St. Louis

Today's Games.
Boston at New York.

e8tcrdaj8 Results.
Detroit. 1 Washington 0

Chloaco, , St. Louis. L
Cleveland. 3, Philadelphia, 0.

NATIONAL LEAGUE.

Standing of Clubs.
I .Today- -,

Won Lost. Pet. Win. Lose.
J Philadelphia 12 i. .est .700 .GV)
i Chicago 13 7 650 .W7 .5!1

Boston 11 S 579 .600 .5n0
Cincinnati 10 10 &V) .524 475
I'lttsbmgh 10 U .455 .47S .435
St. Louis 10 14 .417 .440 400
Brooklyn 8 12 .400 .429 oiTi

New York . . 8 12 333 .C6S ,315

Tomorrow's Games.
St. Lonls at B ston

Chicago at Brooklyn
Cincinnati at New York

Pittsburgh at Philadelphia

Today's Games.
iPhlladelphla at Brooklyn.

Chicago at Plttshurgh
New York at Boston

Yesterday's Results.
Chicago, 2; St Iiuls, 1

Pittsburgh. S; Cincinnati. 3

FEDERAL LEAGUE.

Standing of Clubs.
--Today-,

Won. Lost. Pet. Win Lose.Pittsburgh 14 .638 .652 .bC9
Newark 14 0 .609 .625 .51Biookljn 1.' 10 .545 .5fi5 .622
Chicago 12 11 522 .542 500
Kansas City. 11 11 .500 522 .478
St Louis .. .. il U .429 45"i .409
Baltlmoio ... 10 14 .417 410 .400
Buffalo S ir .3(8 375 M3

Yesterday's Results.
Newark, 4, Chicago, 3

Athletics Shut Out.
CLEVELAND. Ohio, Ma) 10 Lajole

Dav was celebrated here jesterday,
when tho Indians defeated the Athletics,
3 to 1

n h e
Athletics . .. . 000 om Oftt0 6 1

Cleveland ooo 003 00x 3 7 1

Batteries Bush. Brcssler, and Schang;
Morton and O'Neill

Reds Hammered.
CINCINNATI. Mav 10 --The Reds

pitchers were hammered at will by the
Pirates esterdny to the tune of R to 3

It H E
Pittsbuich .. Oin 030 220- -8 13 0

Cincinnati 300 100 (XX-V-3 9 2

Batteries Harmon and Schang Doug-
las. Lear and Clarke and Dojle.

Cubs Win.
CHICAGO, Mhj 10 Vaughn got the

breaks In vesterdajs came and th
Culm won Score

n II K
St Louis 0"0 inn ooi i i

Chicago ooo n;o w i I fl

Batteries Bailee und Snd'i, aughn
and Bresnahan.

PEACE IN BASEBALL

IS CLOSE AT HAND,

BAKER MAY RETURN

National Commission Coming to

Stern Realisation of Necessity
for Elimination of Federal

League If Game Is

to Prosper

By THOMAS KIRBY.
Two momentous events of inteso interest to the baseball public are

likely to occur in the near future. One Is the declaration of peace that
will terminate the costly strife between the forces of organized baseball
and the Federals; the other is the rctu;rn of Frank Baker to the Ath-
letics.

Despite all denials from the autocratic Ban Johnson and his hench-
men, there is a definite movement under way to outline a scheme by
which the independents and the National Commission may come to
terms. This may be stated on tho authority of one here who in close-
ly in touch with the situation, and who is identified with the Wash-
ington club.

All last year when the Feds were gathering the force of a jugger-
naut in their plan to rule the baseball universe the National Commission
assumed an air of utter indiffeience to its own life. This 8clf-sctisfi-

attitude of Czar Ban I and his copatriots was encouraged by numerous
press agents and, deBpite all warnings of others who had the better
interests of the sport at neart, nothing was done. Within the lrtst few
weeks the organized people have come to their senses and realize that
a pact of peace is all that ran hurry the return of the prosperity of the
national sport to the position it held before Jim Gilmore launched
his series of torpedoes.
While It Is gall for the different of

ficials to make the admission, the fact
cannot be denied that thousands and
hundicds of thousands of dollars have
been lost as a result or the Insurrec-
tion. By this is not meant that the
Federals have reaped any particularly
rich financial harvest, put by their, ac-

tion In alienating the plaers they have
Induced to Hop from the told, they have
distracted the attention of the public,
from the playing fields to Judicial tri-
bunals 1 his has served to force to
the front the mercenary feature of the
game. 'The result has beo,n the shrink-
age of patronage; vast sections of un-
occupied seats In the modern plants
bearing silent evidence to the Indiffer-
ence of those who formerly religiously
attended.

The principal feature that Is inllltatlng
against Immediate cessation of the tur-tnn- ll

I. term. N'aturallv the tiarcnt
organisation t pride tends to make prou- -

rC5S Slow, OUl B I'ICBCIll uuinuiiuiio
leave the two sides linked In a useless
and costlv contest, even the most pig-

headed are being converted to the Idea
of reach ne some sort or a mut'Jai
agreement mo general impression i

i iuic m ii..i w.c .....v...
mission could may the trouble by with- -

drawing the props of the Feds by al- -
lowing the strongest financial Individ
uals In the Gilmore movement to pur-
chase Interests In some of the clubs of
tho two major leagues.

This has not proven as easy to do as
was expected, as Wecghman and the
Wards have assumed stubborn fronts,
dclarlng that there Is to be no surren-
der, but that the end of liie war must
be brought about by terms which the
Keds will dictate.

All these foregoing statements are
based on the fclaratlons of one who
knows but who desires his name with-
held for political reasons. How over,
they may bo accepted as well defining
the situation as It now exists.

Place Is Necessary.
With half of the world entangled In

the most titanic conflagration since
the birth of man, a national financial
depression and baseball feeling the re
sults of both as well as its own insiae
war. peace Is utterly necessary for the
continuance of the game on Its proper
plane. Tho Feds are so determined
that It now appears that, with the or-

ganisation ready to talk peace, It will
be the Independents who will most like-
ly dictate the terms.

To Washington the probable return of
Frank Baker to Philadelphia Is even
more Interesting than the ending of the
baseball battle. With Baker back the
Athletics would once more loom up as
most dangerous contenders, while they
are Just now simply floundering around
rudderless with no one available to
satisfy either from a defensive or of-

fensive viewpoint in Baker's stead.
'lhe following special from Philadel-

phia tells tho status of the Baker case:
Fiank Baker, the Athletics' hard-hittin- g

third baseman, has agreed to clay
with the American League champions
again this year under certain conditions.
He had a brief conference with Man-
ager Connie Mack as the team left for
the West, and agreed to help pull tho
athletics out of the ruck, provided his
Present contract, which Is for threo
years, Is destroyed. Before an agree-
ment could be l cached the train pulled
out,

According to Buker's account of tho
matter Mack did not accept his propo-
sition with any great display of en-

thusiasm. On the contrary, he said that
Hnkor hnri nnt Ik'prt II!) to his Contract.
At this point the train started, and for
tne present, at leasi, inner win iciiwn
with the Upland team

Baker explains why he blgned the
three-ye- ar contract as follows He snys
he desired to retire from big league
baseball at the close of last season, and
told Mack so In January. 1914 He said
that Mr. Mack was satisfied with the
m runnnninnt. and in order to satisfy
Connlo that he would not play with tho
Federal league, he plgned tho contract.
Baker adds that Mack knew that ho
was not going to play tnis year

Has Mack's Consent.
Baker desires to bring out this point

so that he may not be accused or tueaK- -
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Ing his contract, and to protect the
Delaware County League against tho
charge of harboring a contract Jumper.
Baker further eayn that Connie Mackgae his consent to his playing ball,
but not In Philadelphia, and, therefore,
feels Justified In piajing with the Up-
land team.

Baker said that the only reason lis
offered to Join tho Athletics this year
and play out the season Is to stralgnten
out matters. There has been so much
talk and criticism of him that ho iswilling to play this year If Mr. Mack
win destroy the old contract, that there
will not bo a chance of a recurrence
of the present mix-u- p. lie added:"It is not a esse of money. The sal-ary that my contract calls for Is satis-
factory to me. I do desire to get away
fiom b'g baseball, as I do not care to
remain away from home, as I have to
do In the big leagues. I have no desire
to play with any other team than the
Athletics, and only consent to play one
more year so that the whole matter
may be straightened out. Mr. Mackmj have my services whenever he de-
sires them under the conditions I named
to him tonight. I will not play this

. Jt.Hr so long as the contract exists
hlch holds me for next season, and

wnicn may place me in the same
on aB at tno pre6nt tlme- - j do"no

. Want t0 p,ay thlB ear but ftm tiling
to go In and work my head off one
more year Just to put things straight."

Knowing something of the general
temperament of C. C. Griffith, we ven-
ture to opine that there Is perhaps con-
siderable truth In the renort that he
has about decided to make some rather
startling changes In the personnel of
the hall team that Is today representing
the National Capital.

Hopelessly hltless, there is no chancs
for the Nationals to derrick themselves
into a more exalted position unless
there is a vast Improvement In the
offense. "Shake It up'" has become a
bword for Griffith on the coaching
lines, and he Is now In a position vhere
he must put tho words Into effect by
some revolutionary act that will Inject
new life into his team

The holdovers have been consistently
inconsistent since the dawn of the base-
ball year, and surelj there could be no
loss by tho Injection Into the line-u- p of
such men as Al Williams, Dou Neff,
and Tommy Connellj. They might not
do, but they would surely be no weak-
ening. The pitchers have done miracu-
lous work considering the discouraging
situation, but few will be the runs
when the grand hit total Is one.

"Shake It up"' for as matters go now
the Nationals are skidding backward
and downward at a rate that will prove
n terrific handicap when the day of
final reckoning is at hand In the early
fall.
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